Facts given by Captain (Retd) Ashok Nath, MA, FRGS, relating to the George Cross, posthumously awarded to Naik Kirpa Ram, Frontier Force Rifles, and purchased by him from Mr S.L. Jain, Curios Centre, Gole Market, New Delhi in August 2000. 

My name is Ashok Nath, I am retired but keep myself occupied as a historian, researcher and collector, as well as an author whose contribution to the military history of Southern Asia and the Indian Army in particular can be gauged by my publications. 

Having come from a military family all of whom served the Indian Army, my interest from childhood has been in collecting primarily military badges and occasionally medals. My collecting interests over the years have focused and developed mainly on the historical aspects and the research that goes along with it.  I have also had the privilege and honour to serve as an officer in the Indian Cavalry (Armoured Corps). I’m a resident of Sweden since 1978, and hold the citizenship of that country.  At present I am based overseas, in Chisinau, Republic of Moldova, together with my wife who is posted at the Swedish Embassy, as their Deputy Head of Mission. 

Ten years ago, in the months of July / August 2000, I was visiting India to attend the famous Kalachakra Ceremony being conducted by His Holiness the Dalai Lama at the Ki Monastery (Spiti Valley). At that time I was the Managing Director of Himalayaresor, a specialist Swedish travel company and was leading a small Swedish group to participate in this important event. After the ceremony was over we returned to Delhi. The Swedes left, I stayed on for a few days in Delhi to meet friends, relatives and just to be in Delhi, the city of my birth. 

While in Delhi, I visited Curios Centre, an interesting little shop, especially so with collectors.  Curios, coins, handicrafts and occasionally regimental badges and military medals are to be found there. It is owed and run by S.L. Jain, better known as Goga.  An amiable personality, well known within the numismatic circles of India.  Whilst there, he informed me if I would be interested in a George Cross Group he had up for sale. 

I asked to see the medals and after examination found it named to Nk Kirpa Ram, Frontier Force Rifles. Accompanying it were two affidavits, one group photograph, and a video band. The first affidavit stated that the above named George Cross group had been gifted to Kirpal Singh by Brahmi Devi, her right thumb impression appeared in two places, and this was attested by witnesses, namely a Nirmala Devi (a member of the village panchayat (council) where Brahmi Devi resides) and a retired army subedar (warrant officer)  Sita Ram .The second affidavit stated that Kirpal Singh had given the said George Gross group to S.L. Jain of Delhi.

The video accompanying the medals and documents which I saw at that time (August 2000) and have now carefully seen again recently, clearly in image and sound ascertains the fact that the George Cross was given to Kirpa Singh by Brahmi Devi. (A copy digitalised into a DVD has been handed over to Scotland Yard, which received it in May 2010).I have proof of this purchase on the letter head of Curio Centre, and duly signed by SL Jain. It states that he sold the George Cross group in August 2000 to me,   and that he has received in three instalments the complete payment for the same. 

This George Cross medal group was purchased by me in good faith, convinced by documents and video seen that it had been acquired from the widow by her consent (and not stolen as is now being claimed). I would also like to state that I do not know either Kirpal Singh or Brahmi Devi. The month was definitely August 2000, I am absolutely certain about that, as explained earlier, because of the important Kalachakra Ceremony for which I had specially come to attend in India. After some haggling, he (Goga Jain) agreed to sell it at a price of Rupees 3,50,000 (Three Lakhs fifty thousand) approx GBP 4000 according to the exchange rates in 2000. 

He was also good enough to allow me to make the payments in three instalments; these were paid out as follows: 1.Cash, INR (Indian Rupees) 90,000 in August 2000, and Jain gave me the immediate possession of the G.C. Medal group, the photograph, the two affidavits and the video.2. Cash, INR 50,000 was paid sometime in December 2000 via Sushil Talwar of Delhi, who gave it to Jain.3. Cheque nr 100393: GBP 2,500 (From my current account in Barclay’s Bank, London), 20 March 2001. (Refer: The Barclays Bank Account, statement for 28 Feb - 27 March 2001 of Barclays Bank , Knightsbridge International Banking Centre, London SW 1X 7 BZ). 

I would also like to state that the price paid by me for this particular GC group in 2000 exceeded its worth in the international market (at that time)! I recall this because this GC had been offered to other collectors by Goga Jain prior to my purchasing the medal in August 2000. The collectors however declined it, as it was either overpriced or Jain had not offered them the favourable payment options he offered me. 

The HP police have charged that the medal was “illegally taken out of India”. This is incorrect, as this medal group does not qualify under the Indian Antiquities and Art Treasures Act, 1972 (Act 52 of 1972). The Act stipulates that an item requiring permission for export needs to be 100 years or above, or if it is less than this period it has to be considered a national treasure, and duly stipulated in a gazette of India notification specifically stating that it is a national treasure and its export is prohibited, which was also not the case.  This George Cross in question was awarded in 1946. It is a British Gallantry award given prior to Indian Independence. 

Even Mr S. S. Chandel, the senior Indian bureaucrat, retired of the IAS (civil service) cadre, who initiated  the campaign to get the medal back, and responsible for having alerted the police chief and the Chief Minister of Himachal Pradesh, has admitted to me that he knew nothing about this award until about 2002. That is approximately the time he was writing a book on the history of Bilaspur State (a hill kingdom ruled by a raja, now a part of Himachal Pradesh) and decided to include a chapter on soldiers from Bilaspur who have been given the highest awards. The late Nk Kirpa Ram belonged to Bilsaspur, and I would also like to state that Mr Chandel has admitted that he also belongs to Bilaspur, as does Mr Bhandari the Police chief investigating this case, whom he knows personally. 

The Police Chief has also stated to the press that he is going to make this into a personal mission to get the George Cross back. (See statement made to the Indian Press).  Whilst I can understand their emotive feelings and motivation, it does not help in an investigation, especially if it to be an unbiased one! 

It might be pertinent on my part to mention here also that this date (2002, the year it was reported stolen) is of relevance, because it corresponds approximately with the year Chandel made contact with Brahmi Devi. According to Chandel, it was in connection with documenting the story of her late husband Nk Kirpa Ram who had won the George Cross for the chapter being written on Bilaspur’s military heroes. I would now put on to record briefly, events post-August 2000, in a chronological order, that is after I had purchased the George Cross.

From August 2000 till October 2009, this medal group has formed a part of my collection of primarily regimental badges, and also military medals, and other ephemera all housed in my permanent home in Sweden. I did not buy this medal with the express purpose of selling it in an auction, my collecting interests started since I was a small boy, this medal was with me for nearly a decade, and I will explain later in this narrative my reasons for parting with my medal collection.  As stated earlier my primary interest has been the history behind the recipient of the medal, and because of this have added considerable amount of historical information about this particular GC recipient, his earlier regiment as well as correspondence relating to this award, unknown and undocumented previously.

I was unaware that this medal had been reported stolen from the widow’s village in Himachal Pradesh, India in Feb 2002.  The first time I was made aware of this was prior to the sale by Nimrod Dix. Serious collectors usually are disinclined to sell their collections unless circumstances force them to do so. On occasions, they might even donate their collections to a museum, on their own free will, if they feel it will be well looked after and for the sake of posterity. India grossly neglects its rich military history; it does not have even a National Army Museum, which is a great shame, considering that its soldiers and regiments are considered to be second to none.  No wonder this lack of interest at the national level has been passed down and one result is an acute shortage within the officer corps of the present Indian Army. Some regiments do maintain their own in house museums in India, this is very much of a private affair. In the case of this particular George Cross, awarded to Nk Kirpa Ram, his regiment, The Frontier Force Rifles was allotted to the Pakistan Army in 1947. 

My decision to sell my medal collection was taken because in December 2008, I had completed a major historical work on the Indian and Pakistan Cavalry , IZZAT, Historical Records and Iconography of Indian Cavalry Regiments 1750-2007, released by the former Chief of the Indian Army, General V.N. Sharma, PVSM at the United Services Institution of India in Dec 2008. 

The writing, research and printing of this book was financed largely by my own funds. The book took over ten years to research, mostly sustained also by my personal funds. For the last three years (2004-2007) of this ten year period, when I got down to the actual writing of the book, the United Service Institution of India graciously awarded me a research fellowship which covered part of my costs and about 50% of the printing costs, the rest of it had to be paid by my own personal funds. 

I had hoped to recover expenses incurred by me with the sale of this book, but since this did not materialise and finances were also needed , especially if I were to undertake a similar but much larger work on the infantry regiments of the Indian Army, I took the decision to sell my medal collection which included the above named George Cross Group in December 2009. 

A friend of mine who is a medal collector advised me to dispose off my medals via Dix Noonan and Webb Auctioneers. Known also as DNW, I was aware of this auction house, having over the years purchased a number of badges and medals from them, although I have never had the experience of selling anything via them prior to this auction. Mr Nimrod Dix one of the owners of DNW, whom I met in this connection, enjoys the reputation of being thorough and professional.  I felt therefore that the medals via his auction house will find good homes where they would be looked after and appreciated. I handed over my medals to him in September 2009, this was about the time I was  attending the Orders Medals Research Society convention, I am a member of that society and had come to London to attend its annual convention, its chief patron happens to be  HRH Prince Charles, The Prince of Wales. The society and its members maintain a strict code of conduct; any dishonourable act means an immediate expulsion. 

The date for auction was set on 02 Dec 2009, having philosophically resigned myself in saying adieu to my collection on 02 December 2009, it was to be a special day. Little did I know that instead only a nightmare awaited me! On 13  October 2009, Nimrod sent me an email: “I have just looked up Kirpa Ram in the most recent George Cross publication, a very comprehensive 9 volume work by Mary Hebblethwaite. Her entry for Kirpa Ram has a photograph of him but also states "The medals were stolen some years ago". He further said “ this can often be taken with a pinch of salt as something said to deflect the embarrassment of having sold the medals. However, it is very damaging to see this in print and I wonder what provenance you are able to give? ”   I was very surprised to hear this, and replied to Nimrod that to the best of my knowledge the medal had been acquired from the widow with her consent, and that there were documents to prove it, there was also a video which records the handing over ceremony of the G.C. by Brahmi Devi to Kirpal Singh in front of witnesses. But I could not send him the video as it had been misplaced. The two original affidavit documents with me were scanned and immediately emailed to Nimrod, who after examining them got back to say  “That all looks watertight as far as I am concerned. It is not often that we see such good confirmation of title!”  

I had faith in Nimrod Dix’s judgment as he has the experience in such matters. It did strike me a bit odd (it still does) why Brahmi Devi reported it stolen from her trunk in Feb 2002, some two years after it had been sold by her. Had there been someone who possibly asked her to show the medals and in order to save face said that they had been stolen and lodged this FIR?  Or, were their other reasons?  I did not know exactly what sort of money had passed hands between Kirpal Singh and Brahmi Devi in 2000, but I am aware now after reading the reports in the press that it was circa Rs 25, 000.  There is also a mention in the report of a Mr Jain of Kharar Town (not Goga Jain) who advised Kirpal Singh to buy the medal. I am told Kirpal Singh was paid Rs 60 or 65, 000 when he sold it further, whether it went via Mr Jain of Kharar to Goga Jain of Delhi or came directly to him I don’t know.  

The money that did change hands between Kirpal Singh and Brahmi Devi has now been cleverly twisted around (by the widow with help from those who are assisting her) as not being payment for the medal at all, instead that she signed a document she did not understand, thinking it to be a grant of money from the army authorities in Chandi Mandir. It is also stated that she did not understand the document since she is analphabetic. A question that arises here is, indeed, if she is an analphabetic it matters little whether the affidavit is in English, Hindi or Chinese because she would still not be able to read or understand it. English is a very commonly used official language in all the Indian states, besides one of the witnesses would have understood what it was all about, that would be the warrant officer Sita Ram. It may be of some relevance to state here that she has stated a Sikh came to her dressed in an army uniform and got her to sign the documents, and that the George cross was never discussed? It is also stated that there was a camera there (this would have been the amateur video footage taken at that time). The person being referred to is Kirpal Singh, although she flatly denies knowing any Kirpal Singh. The footage in the tape paints a completely different picture, it shows Kirpal Singh not in military uniform, it shows Kirpal Singh clearly holding the George Cross in his hand and keeping it, and it shows him asking Brahmi Devi to look into the camera and state that the medal is being given to him as Daan (gift), she nods and says yes…..it shows Nirmala Devi who identifies herself in the tape as member of the village council and a witness who signed the affidavit , she is asked ( in the tape) if she has anything to say after the GC has been given to Kirpal Singh, she answers in Hindi, that it now should be looked after with much care by him. 

Reference about the George Cross is also made by the warrant officer Subedar Sita Ram in the same footage. Kirpal Singh is thanking them several times in the tape, what is he thanking them for? There is a socio cultural factor which needs to be understood here. While money can and did discreetly change hands, one does not admit to it in public. Because to openly say or to state in writing, that, one is selling their own or their late husband’s medal, would be the same to say that they are selling their honour!  One way out is to show it being gifted, donated or whatever, but not shown as being sold! That is the reason the affidavit also says being gifted and in the tape this has been confirmed when Brahmi Devi admits gifting the GC to Kirpal Singh. (This may sound odd to western customs, but those who know and understand the code of honour especially as practised in rural areas within military families will confirm this).

The two original affidavits, the Medal Group and the group photograph were consigned with the Auctioneers, DNW of London in September 2009 and they still rest in their safe custody. As mentioned earlier, unfortunately I could not locate the video in November 2009, even after much effort.  It was finally discovered in storage in Stockholm in late April 2010, and I immediately informed Scotland Yard about it. As per their instructions a replicated DVD copy was made from the original VHS band and sent to Scotland Yard in May 2010. They instructed me to keep the original in a safety deposit which has been done.

It seems to me that since the tape has only recently been recovered, there is a strong possibility that the HP authorities may not have had time to study and therefore incorporate its findings into their report that has been sent to Scotland Yard !  A lot more could be said, but having digressed from the chain of events we need to get back to November - December 2009.

As stated earlier DNW found the legal title clearly passed and the medal was included in their Catalogue for auction on  02  Dec, 2009. Marion Hebblethwaite saw it, emailed Shakti Singh Chandel, who is mentioned earlier in the narrative. In Chandel’s own words, “we rushed to the chief minister and the police, that the sale had to be immediately stopped, and the medal retrieved !.”

All hell broke loose. This can be gauged by the media reports, coverage on Indian TV channels, headlines in the National Newspapers, etc. TV teams even came to the UK to interview Nimrod. Soon a well patterned picture emerged in the Indian media stating that the destitute widow’s dearest possession - her late husband’s medal -  been stolen. The Himachal state police and judiciary, backed by the Chief Minister promised to get it back. The wrong doers were unscrupulous people who had smuggled the medal out of the country with the sole purpose of putting it up for auction in the international market, where it was expected to fetch a phenomenal price. The victim was portrayed as a frail elderly lady holding her husband’s portrait, weeping on the news channels, saying, “even though I live in abject poverty how can an Indian woman ever sell or give her husband’s medals”. She also stated “I do not know anybody called Kirpal Singh, I never gave or donated the medal to anybody”. 

The issue went to the Indian Parliament at the behest of the chief minister, it went on to the Ministry of Home and External Affairs’. Interpol was contacted and intense pressure was used via various sources not least the Indian High Commission in London to get the medal seized and brought back to India. Please do refer to statements made in the press and in the news channels (I have printed out only some of them, I do not have immediate access to the news videos, but some of them can still be seen on the internet).

A day prior to the sale I phoned Nimrod Dix to request him to remove this particular medal from the auction, and await a thorough enquiry by the police. I also wrote a letter to the IG of Police Mr Bhandari whose name figures earlier in my statement. My e mail sent to him, as well as his reply is attached. I would like to state here that I do harbour some doubts about a fair and impartial investigation being carried out by the state authorities in India, and I have good reasons for that. I did express sympathies for Brahmi Devi, because she is an army widow. Faced with financial difficulties, the selling of her late husband’s medals would have been a practical decision for her over an emotional one. She was neglected by the State and by the authorities, prior to the year 2002, as has been told to me by Chandel.  I would like to add here that one of the reasons for my sympathy (which is still there) stems from the fact that my mother (who also hails from Himachal Pradesh) became an army widow when I was in school and am well aware of the difficult time we faced, particularly my mother. Therefore, I would never willfully ever want to hurt or cause harm to an army widow. Fortunately the Government of India, has now taken a greater sense of responsibility in looking after their army widows, especially whose husbands sacrificed their lives winning awards beyond the call of duty, they therefore get extra funds over and above their pension. 

The lot of Brahmi Devi has considerably improved and she is no longer an impoverished widow that she was prior to 2002. This is accordingly to  Chandel who told me that this happened mainly due to his efforts.  If indeed this is the case then we all must thank Chandel for the personal efforts he took to improve her welfare. 

Brahmi Devi would have had my highest regard and respect if she had told the truth and admitted that the GC was indeed given by her to Kirpal Singh, being a victim of her circumstance. But by lodging a false report, two years after the event, and then flatly denying the knowledge of  Kirpal Singh and that she never gave or sold it to anyone, and also by this act implicating and defaming innocent people cannot be condoned. Obviously she does not know that there is a proof by way of a recording done on a VHS band. At that time in 2000 a video camera would have been a novelty for her. The HP authorities did not know about the contents of the video until I mentioned to Chandel whatever details I could recall from the tape seen some 9 years ago, but which I also added, appeared to have been misplaced. 

The basis of the FIR of Feb 2002 lodged by her regarding the theft of the medals is false because of the fallacy of the date, as stated earlier and I repeat again, I purchased the medal in August 2000 from Goga Jain in Delhi, unless the HP authorities are trying to state that I am a lair!   There is also the affidavit, which has been questioned by the HP police as a document deliberately meant to defraud her, or with the intention of theft, if Kirpal Singh’s intention had been to do so, he would never have given his real name or address, but that he did so clearly given in the affidavit, and that he did not use a false name and address, needs to be thought over. He subsequently could easily be contacted by the police and brought into questioning, and he was.  I could have believed the HP authorities if the video did not exist, and if the FIR had been written in 2000 instead of the year 2002.  This is not the case. 

I also suggested and discussed various honourable methods to solve this with Chandel and also wrote to Bhandari. I was told by Chandel not to go to the press as they were trying to work out a deal, I trusted him and therefore kept silent and have thus far refrained from  approaching the press or authorities in India which combat corruption or miscarriage of justice within the establishment .

I now realise that the state police kept me deliberately in the dark, in order to buy time and prepare a charge which suited them, in order to leapfrog and try to get the medal seized. For example, since the H.P. authorities appear to be so certain that that the medal is indeed stolen property and smuggled out of the country, then they need to follow the correct course required as per the law. Therefore, why have they not arrested and charged Kirpal Singh or S.L Jain and proved before a court of law that the medal was indeed stolen?  

The reason why the authorities have leapfrogged this process and are now demanding that the medal be seized from me is because there is no case against Kirpal Singh or Goga Jain. The medal in question has been my property since August 2000!  I also happen to be the third owner of this medal, purchased from Goga Jain, who in turn purchased it from Kirpal Singh, who in turn got it from Brahmi Devi!  

There is a procedure to be followed here by the law which clearly has been brushed aside! I would also like to state that the Government of India has no jurisdiction to this particular medal group outside the political boundaries of India, and I feel my fundamental rights as a citizen of Sweden and the European Union are being violated. From Nov/Dec 2009 and onwards until date, I have had conversations and e mail exchanges between Scotland Yard, Chandel, Bhandari, Goga Jain and Kaizad Toddywallah. I have been cooperative and helpful with the authorities and told them all that I know, and some of this has been used not as evidence as it should have been, but as information by the HP state police to further their own agenda. 

In my  last telephone conversation with Mr Chandel, a part of a series of email exchanges and conversations,( between Dec 2009-Jan 2010),  I   had made  contact with him  and  appraised him of several details unknown previously about the case and suggested different honourable solutions which came to nothing.   After hearing me out, Chandel told me that he was now washing his hands off the case…..I was very surprised with this turnabout. And have not heard from him since this last conversation in Jan 2010. 

I have therefore reason to believe that I am being made a scapegoat in what possibly has become a political game, to gain popularity and win votes by an opposition politician. A senior retired IAS official and Police chief are all party to this cover up. I have requested Scotland Yard for a thorough and an impartial enquiry by a neutral investigation agency since the only one thing on the agenda of the State Police is to get the George Cross, without having to admit that they made a mistake, and to get it back without having to pay for it.  They have the full backing of the HP Chief Minister, the State Government, and the High court of Himachal Pradesh. 

If they can get the GC back on the false charge of a theft then, Mr Bhandari will probably get a medal or promotion, for The Chief Minister who belongs to the opposition (BJP- a right wing nationalistic party) the popularity count would shoot up, there will be votes to be harvested. Please read below what they (Mr Bhandari and his team of Police officers) told Goga Jain and  Kaizad Toddywalla who had accompanied the former when he was asked to appear before the them, words to the effect:Mr Nath will be an honoured state guest of Himachal Pradesh, he will bring the medal back,  a pulpit will be set up, The Chief Mininster Mr Dhumal will be there, so will Smt Brahmi Devi. He will give the medal to the Chief Minister, who in turn will hand it over to Brahmi Devi, The media will be present…..! If this is not a political motive then what is it? 

Toddywalla also mentioned to me that they were told (by the police) that it was a political matter, and Goga had to buy it back. I spoke to Goga and he was scared, he felt that if he did not comply with their threat, they would harass and make his life miserably. Goga seemed prepared to buy it back if these false charges were dropped and their names cleared, the police was to work this out somehow, and they were all awaiting response from the police. That never came, instead this report for request of seizure to Scotland Yard, done in a deceitful way when they had said that they will revert with some solution. Possibly they think I would do nothing about it, since I live abroad. I am therefore quite fed up of all this, all along I have tried my best to try and solve it in such a manner that the dignity of the award, the honour of the Indian Army, the widow etc could be retained. I had suggested to them to enter in negotiations with DNW and buy the medal back.

There is sufficient evidence to prove that the GC was not stolen, but it appears to me that whatever evidence is provided to the Himachal Pradesh authorities, they come up with a counter. In other words whatever evidence is given to them they will not believe it.  First, they said the medal was stolen from Brahmi Devi’s House in 2002 the affidavits were false, the thumb impression of Brahmi Devi was false and that the witnesses did not exist. To my mind these were tactics to stall the auction and play for time and they succeed quite well in this regard.

According to conversation with Chandel, he stated that Brahmi Devi mentioned a Sikh who came dressed in a uniform posing as an army officer, and made her sign some documents relating to money being given to her by the army, and she did so because she was familiar with army people coming to her to give money from time to time from  Chandi Mandir ( Western Army Command) or from her late husband’s regiment. If this is correct, let the records of Western Army Command, Chandi Mandir be examined, if it was indeed a normal practise for army personal  from  WAC Chandi Mandir to come and give money to Brahmi Devi and take receipts on documents, or  for that matter army personal from her late husband’s regiment would come and meet her.  I would also like to point out here that the question of any serving army personal from her husband’s regiment visiting her would be impossible, unless they came all the way from Pakistan; since her late husband’s regiment 8/13th F.F. Rifles had been allotted to the Pakistan Army in 1947. Also in the video, one of the surviving witness who have signed the affidavit, is a warrant officer from her own village, surely he would have known what was going on, unless he has now been coerced to state otherwise!).Possibly, the HP State police have been themselves under tremendous external pressure from various quarters; please see report, where the Himachal Pradesh High Court has directed them to complete the investigations and file the challans against the accused within a period of eight weeks, starting 01 December 2009. I don’t see how it has therefore been possible for them to carry out a proper investigation, when a crucial piece of evidence, the video could not have possibly reached India before June 2010?

In conclusion I would like to say that the footage in the amateur video taken at that time clearly shows that the medal was not stolen by Kirpal Singh. It also shows that Kirpal Singh did not come in a military uniform impersonating as an army officer as has been alleged by Brahmi Devi ,as well as in the telephone conversation with Chandel. The video also shows the principal witnesses (since they are identified by name) a Nirmala Devi  who is shown as a women member of the panchayat (village council) of the same village as Brahmi Devi, a Warrant officer, Subedar Sita Ram  as well as an NCO (Havildar. The thumb impression of Nirmala Devi and the signature of the warrant officer Sita Ram are clearly on the affidavit. In the footage of the video, Nirmala Devi is asked by Kirpal Singh after the GC has been given to him, if she wants to state anything about it , and she replies  that it should be looked after with care and respect, referring to George Cross. Kirpal Singh specifically asks Brahmi Devi to look into the camera and state that she is giving him the GC, he is holding the GC in his hand, Brahmi Devi nods her consent and says yes. There are witnesses from her own village that are present on that occasion. (I am now given to understand that they may have changed their statements). Further details and the implication of the footage in the video can be determined by experts or by a court of law. This is very important because the video clearly shows, Kirpal Singh being given the GC by  Brahmi Devi, the medal was not stolen as is been claimed in an FIR lodged in 2002 . The second affidavit clearly showed that Kirpal Singh has given the medal to Mr SL Jain.  I have a receipt from Mr SL Jain, which clearly stating that the he sold me the GC group in August 2000 and gave me the immediate possession of it, and that he has received full payment for it, paid out in 3 installments’ have a witness in Delhi who paid the second installment for me in December 2000 and he can be asked if he did so and when he did so. I have UK Bank statement from my bank in UK when the final payment of GBP 2500 was made by cheque in March 2001 to a person at the behest of Goga Jain .The medal was offered to other collectors in the year 2000 in Delhi I am absolutely 100% certain of the date of purchase of this George Cross as August 2000, and I find it very strange that an FIR has been lodged claiming that the medal was stolen in Feb 2002, some two years after I purchased the medal.  

The video which I have finally been able to locate, and have now watched and listened with careful attention, clearly shows Brahmi Devi giving the GC medal to Kirpal Singh. Which to my mind quells all doubts of it being allegedly stolen? Have the Himachal Pradesh police authorities investigating this case seen this crucial footage prior to sending their report? 

Collectors play an important role in the preservation of history, I can assert with confidence that if it were not for them much of Indian military history would have been lost or melted down into jewellery by Indian silversmiths or goldsmiths or gone to the kabariwallah.  It is a fact that much of it already has gone that way, what little survives is thanks to the interest shown by collectors. 

It is human nature that when a value is put on an object that people sit up and start paying attention, this is also a method to ensure that the object will be preserved and retained for posterity. 

The Republic of India, which is said to be the largest democratic nation in the world, chose an ancient and worthy motto, a guide line for all its citizens to follow, especially those in uniform: Satyameve Jayate, let truth prevail!

Post script: The dvd copy of the footage showing Brahmi Devi gifting the GC to Kirpal Singh sent by Scotland Yard to Himachal Pradesh Police has been rejected by the latter as inconclusive?? This was expected, because whatever has been sent earlier by way of evidence to the Himachal Authorities has either been rejected or cleverly turned around by them to suit their own agenda!

There is a10 min version of this footage on you tube, not the best quality for sound, but none the less can be viewed at: http://www.youtube.com/user/piffergurkha
